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Minutes of the 24th meeting of the committee of the Trent, Northern and Yorkshire Region of the ACB on 24th September 2008 at Harrogate District Hospital
Present: 
Angela Parnham


David Robertshaw



Wendy Brown


Anthony Rowbottom



Mike Bosomworth


John Shepherd



Clare Jeffray


Rachel Wilmot
24/1 
Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence were received from: Lorraine Brunt, Julie Day, Robert Hill, Alison Jones, John Monaghan, Sally Slack, Shirley Spoors and Paul Walker
24/2
Minutes of the 23rd Committee meeting of the Trent, Northern and Yorkshire ACB held at Harrogate District Hospital on 1st July  2008.

The minutes were accepted as an accurate record

.

24/3
Matters arising from the minutes
23/15.2
Leeds, Hull and Harrogate all have plans for events during Pathology week. In most cases it is the Trainees organizing activities. A.R. reported that his department was having a stall in the hospital to publicise pathology.
24/4
Report of the Chairman

A.P. had nothing to report.
24/5
Report of the Meetings Secretary

M.B. reported that the next regional meeting would be on 27th October and said he was trying to fill the programme. He already has Ian Watson and Graham Beastall booked and thought he had the Yorkshire Post science Correspondent and the LTH Public Relations Officer. The meeting is to take place in Leeds.


A.R. reported that the Jan/Feb meeting on Immunology, to take place in Hull, was progressing well. Professor Kerr is being invited. A.R. has speakers on Coeliac Disease and TTG testing.


The March meeting will take place in Leicester and will incorporate the AGM and the Geoffrey Walker Award. Gwyn McCreanor is booked for the morning session. The rest is still to be organized.


A meeting is planned to take place in Newcastle in May/June. Clare Jeffray is willing to assist with the organization. 
24/6
Report of the Secretary

6.1 Bursaries from Regional Funds

Appendix 1 on criteria for granting of bursaries and ad hoc loans was previously circulated to enable committee members to suggest changes. Suggested changes were discussed, and addressed the value of bursaries and the number to be awarded each year. There were also some changes to the conditions attached to a bursary or loan. 

It was proposed that the maximum amount of £750 could be awarded to up to three candidates in a year. 

Award of bursaries would be stopped if the total amount of money in the region’s accounts fell to less than £4,000 and award of bursaries would resume when the total money in the accounts exceeded £4,750. 
W.B. agreed to incorporate the changes to Appendix 1 and send the updated version to the Chairman and Treasurer for approval before making it available to the membership.
6.2 Workforce Adviser vacancy

Graham Handley has agreed to perform this function for the northern part of the region. When asked if he would also cover Yorkshire, A.P. said she would check. W.B. to notify the ACB Office when this is sorted out.

.
24/7
Report of the Treasurer

No report was received

24/8
Report of the Regional Tutors

There was no report from A.P. or R.H. The Yorkshire tutor, D.R. reported that two new trainees has started in September and they seemed to be doing well. Leeds and Hull Trainees were generally happy although there was some concern about finding substantive posts for HST. D.R. had interviewed one candidate for a training post who he found to be very good. There are currently two Higher Specialist Training posts being advertised, one of which is in Sunderland.

A.R. reported that Immunology interviews for Grade A Trainees will be conducted on a national basis in December

.

24/9
Report of the Trainee’s Committee Representative
Reports from the Trainee Representatives were tabled and will be circulated with the minutes

.
24/10
Report of the Representative on Council

This report was tabled and is available with the minutes
24/11
Government Affairs Officer for the ACB
Joe O’Meara came to talk to us about raising the profile of our profession, and his role in this.
Part of his remit is to publicise pathology and what it does for patients. He can do this at a national level but, he told us we need to inform and influence commissioners locally ( PCT, Chief Executive, Health Authority) and provide information for the general public who will put pressure on decision-makers. 
We need to do things which will help regulate diagnostics: harmonization and standardization, develop knowledge management, keep science in pathology, and develop an educational programme to achieve good practice.

A great deal of effort has gone into providing publicity for pathology through Labs are Vital. But ownership of this is shared between Abbott, ACP, RCPath, BIVDA, ACB and IBMS and it is difficult to get material onto the site. There is a high level action plan for the next six months to make this site more useful and applicable to the UK.
It is important to develop communications with Joe. He said he would like a representative from the region to act as a conduit for information, both from him and to him. The committee undertook to pass a name or names on to Joe.

J.O’M. was thanked for coming to speak to us.

24/12
Report of the Representative of the Clinical Practice Section
           No report was received
24/13
Report of the Representatives of the Federation of Clinical Scientists.
P.W. sent a report in which he was keen to point out the Modernising Scientific Careers roadshows taking place around the country. He felt it was important for all members to be as well informed of the proposals as possible. The rest of his report accompanies the minutes
24/14
Report of the Workforce Advisors


No report was received. 
24/15
Report of the Immunologist Representative


Nothing further to report
24/16
Report of the Webmaster

J.M. sent a report stating he receives little information to put on the regional website. He requested up-to-date news, audits, meetings information, minutes or presentations to keep the site alive and interesting to members
24/17
A.O.B

There was no other business
24/18
Date and time of next committee meeting

3rd December 2008 in Harrogate
