Northern Regional Tutor’s report to Trent, Northern, Yorkshire ACB Region Committee meeting, 24th June 2009

Three of the Clinical Scientist Trainees in the Northern area were successful at the written part of FRCPath Part 1 in the spring, Susan Troup, Caroline Davis   and Liz  Holmes.  

At the most recent meeting of the Regional Tutors, 5th June, there were reports from various members of the Committee who had had some involvement in MSC. It seems that there are many aspects of the program which are far from ready for implementation. There have been some group meetings organised by the DoH, but these appear to have been largely ineffective in curriculum or syllabus development, even for the genetics pilot which is due to start in the Autumn. There have been attempts to map the national Occupational Standards to the new practitioner levels, and putting together some learning objectives, mainly for the middle group, roughly equivalent to current BMS grades. It is still very unclear what the interim arrangements will be for trainees entering training in the next 2 or 3 years. 
There was also a report from a Trainee representative on the Healthcare Science Board of MEE (Medical Education England), which is chaired by Sue Hill. This also seems to be in the very early stages of development but the minutes of the meetings are published on Sue Hill’s website (http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Aboutus/Chiefprofessionalofficers/Chiefscientificofficer/DH_099836) for anyone interested. There are 4 subgroups of the board, Academic Career pathway, Workforce Planning, Leadership & Management and Education & Training. For workforce, the intention is to set up an academy to gather overarching workforce information, with a report by the Kings Fund. It is possible that the MEE will have to approve the plans of SHA’s for the numbers of trainees to be recruited next year – something else which is currently very unclear.
David Cassidy and Gwen McCreanor have carried out a pilot of 20 Chartered Scientist reviews, all of which were acceptable. David and Gwen will themselves have to be inspected this year.

The curriculum for Clinical Scientists has been ratified by the RCPath and so the Higher Training log book will be revised appropriately.

Some changes in the format of the National training Courses have been agreed by the Education Committee, mainly to reduce the duration of the courses by 1 night (from 5 to 4 nights), starting on Monday lunchtime and finishing Friday lunchtime. To make up for this the remaining days will become more intensive, but the accommodation costs will reduce by 20%. There will be other changes, mainly in the social events, also aimed at reducing the costs to participants.

The cycle of courses starting in September in Edinburgh are being organised and are planned to be Edinburgh, Oxford, Bristol, London, Liverpool and Nottingham. It is possible the London course may not be residential as identifying a suitable venue with accommodation is proving difficult, but efforts will continue as the residential element is felt to be very beneficial.

The latest round of recruitment seems to have gone reasonably well, although there have been some difficulties caused by several regions making offers to the same candidates and even having to potentially re-interview.
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