Report of Northern Region Tutor, Dec 2008 

Current Trainee Status

Newcastle – Claire Jeffray – HPC Registered, sat MRCPath part 1 in October

Gateshead – Caroline Davis – Registration assessment due 10th December



Susan Troup –  preparing for registration

Sunderland - Anura Kalansooriya – Registration assessment imminent,

    planning to sit MRCPath part 1 in March

    2009



Liz Holmes – appointed  but not yet started, also planning Part 1





In March 2009

As we now have a nucleus of people preparing for MRCPath (including 3 medical trainees) a seminar group is starting up, driven by the Trainees with guidance from David Burgess and with support from various senior members of the region.

Given the state of MSC it seems very unlikely that the SHA will fund a Grade A training scheme in the area at present.

At the recent Regional Tutors meeting  (Nov 08) quite a time was given over to discussion of the Modernising Scientific Careers initiative for which the official publication had been released on the previous day. There are still many aspects of the plans which are either worrying or unclear.  The workforce will be planned on a national basis with input from SHAs, and training places at the various levels will be determined from these figures. There will be no guarantee that someone entering the Scientist Training Programme (STP) will then be able to gain employment in their preferred discipline, and entry to the Higher Specialist  Scientific Training is on a competitive basis, and it is likely that the number of places will be quite limited. Consultation on the proposals is now open until 27th Feb 2009. The Training Committee and Regional Tutors Committee will be submitting a co-ordinated response through David Cassidy.

Also discussed was the content and format of the ACB Training Courses. It is generally felt that the core content should remain much the same as at present, and that the cycle of 6 courses would be retained but consideration will be given to reducing the number of nights per course in an attempt to control costs to participants. 
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